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BOOK ONE

BIOGRAPHY OF JEAN-PIERRE MEDAILLE
THE CHURCH & WORLD OF SEVENTEETH CENTURY FRANCE

HIS VISION OF A SPIRITUAL REVITALIZATION

A ‘SPIRITUAL FATHER’
AUTHOR OF 128 MAXIMS OF PERFECTION




LIFE OF JEAN-PIERRE MEDAILLE

1610-1669

SOUTHERN FRANCE




BORN IN CARCASSONNE




JEAN-PIERRE MEDAILLE

BORN
OCTOBER 6, 1610.




EIS EANMITE Y

HIS PARENTS WERE
JEAN MEDAILLE AND PHELIPPE D’ESTEVERIL.
JEAN-PIERRE WAS THE ELDEST OF THREE SONS.
JEAN-PIERRE
JEAN-PAUL
JEAN




HIS BAPTISM |

OCTOBER 10, 1610

CATHEDRAL SAINT-MICHEL




BAPTISMAL FONT
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The original
home of the
|Medaillexfamily.

' No 48
rue Aime

HIS FIOMIE




L s | 7
CARCASSONNE
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The walled city of
carcassonne....




Jean- “ rfezﬁllédallle lived -

in thé Iower'mty;
-~ of Carcéssonne
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HisS BOYEHOOID
ENVIRONMENT

THE POPULATION
about 10,000

A small but busy
manufacturing town
specializing in textiles.




THE COLLEGE OPENS
IN 1623.

THAT SAME YEAR
JEAN-PIERRE
STARTS STUDIES HERE.

HE IS 13 YEARS OLD.




Tt wae kere ke neflected an hic
vacation and calling ta the




d the Qesuits and AGE 16
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_ Jean-Pierre
enters the Jesuit
1626

seminary.

Toulouse




Leaving home ...

bc:nm

(@) Toulouse

\ /AP rouLouse

/ l‘; Mazamet m. Frang

o They
b o
ey puse

Lm
e Y =k

E-‘\,'O'! | ""ﬂ
e Sigean de | Ayroe

Lrony e l M“M

Lapmivrme

sLarcassonne

 Foix

4 Montsegur

- g Mgt
Quikan Saizes 154

o Ciovpws i MNovee {ye

Lo e Povdod A

Port-Leucate

Nérong v
lﬁﬂt

of Port Baecaris

Mnuu-anmonamb_ " g Canet-Plage

. ramg ce Canet
Vernet-as Bans 3 ét# ‘ \ adc $1-Nasaire
D, 7 ) o e 'Q"_ Mer
) € Uespatalet: prés- T Andorre fy ™ o Con > ATyeits :

StMartin. Lo Boudou &1 Poct-Vondres

Ussat-les Baimt & « Axles Theymes
Le Saquet -

Cod e Puyroneny

et s

Cap de Lran



NOVITIATE

JEAN-PIERRE -
IS

16 YEARS OLD.
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St. Ignatius of Loyola, S.).

1534

THE JESUIT ORDER
WAS FOUNDED BY ST.
IGNATIUS IN PARIS.

% WHEN MEDAILLE
BECAME A JESUIT,
THERE WERE:

* 13,112 MEMBERS
372 COLLEGES
123 RESIDENCES




The ateht
Jesu:is dn .
revealed many

interesting facts

about Medaille.
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PROERESSION O SENRERVEWS

SEPTEMBER 16, 1628

IN TOULOUSE .
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HIS SEMINARY STUDIES
1626-1633




As a student,
he was part of
the Jesuit
community of
the College of
Toulouse.

He studied
Philosophy,
Physics and
s Metaphysics.
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INTELLECTUAL
QUALITIES

-Excellent
-Remarkable
-Penetrating
-Sublime

-Wise

-Above average
-Superior in
philosophy and

especially in theology.
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1633: MOVED BACK TO HIS HOMETOWN
CARCASSSONNE

AN T {.‘ 3
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1633-1635

A TEACHER
TO
THE YOUNG
STUDENTS AT THE
JESUIT COLLEGE

T .




1635-1637

BACK TO
TOULOUSE

- TWO YEARS OF

THEOLOGY

25 YEARS OLD




1637
TOULOUSE

27 years old.




From his ordination
prayer...

“EFFECT IN ME
A MIRACLE OF
LOVE.”?

- J.P. Médaille




His new mission as

-

-

an ordained priest
‘was to the College at
Aurillac.

1637
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1637-1642

IN-HOUSE
APPOINTMENT
AT

THE JESUIT
COLLEGE
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A TIME OF
RENEWAL




A TIME
OF DEEPENING
COMMITMENT




NOFL CHABANEL (1613-1649)
Martyred: Sainte-Marie among the
Hurons, Midland, Ontario, Canada.

Noél was in the same Tertianship
year as Jean-Pierre. At twenty-eight,
he was a successful professor and
humanist in France. He had a strong
desite to come to the Canadian
Missions.




11th October 164
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FINAL
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POVERTY
CHASTITY
OBEDIENCE

4TH YOW:
OBEDIENCE TO
THE POPE
REGARDING THEIR
MISSION







In AUTUMN 1643
the Jesuits opened a new
COLLEGE AT SAINT FLOUR.

Fr. Médaille was missioned .

to this college

during the years
1643-1649.
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IS PASTORAL WORK

1646 - 1651
AROUND SOUTH-CENTRAL FRANCE




FR. MEDAILLE IS ON THE ROAD NOW ...

VISITS LE PUY...

* PARISH MISSIONS
 SPIRITUAL
DIRECTION
CONFESSOR

: RREEERERRLE
. _._,.u111‘
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THE JESUIT
RESIDENCE
AND
CHURCH
IN LE PUY.




L’EGLISE DU
COLLEGE

Church opened with its

first Mass on
December 24, 1618.




AROUND 1646... IN LE PUY

Father Médaille met with some women who had a desire to consecrate their lives
to God and serve their dear neighbours “outside the cloister”.
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LETTERS
1647

reveal some fears
and suspicions
among the Jesuits
as to what

is going on with
“these groupings
of women”

Fr. Médaille is
working with.




Lilumination by
Mary Southard, CS]
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FOUNDER OF THE
SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH

OCTOBER 15, 1650




BISHOP DE MAUPAS

We can suppose that Father
Médaille met with the Bishop
many times before the official
recognition of the Sisters of
St. Joseph was made public.




FIRST SIX
SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH

Francoise Eyraud

Clauda Chastel

Marguerite Burdier
Anna Chaleyer
Anna Vey

Anna Brun

OCTOBER 15, 1650




ayant été difpofées par
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réfe, de Lannée mil fix Bishop de Maupas gave the Sisters his blessing and
cents cinguante : cet 1L- placed them under the protection of St Joseph .
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ve une Exhortation , ton-

te pleine douction de the Congregation of the Sisters of St Joseph.
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_ : FOR JEAN-PIERRE
fee MEDAILLE, S.J.

A ! God’s instrument
o 7 iy 2 — for the church,
e the sisters,
and the world!
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NOTRE DAME
CATHEDRAL
IN
LE PUY
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BLACK MADONNA
IN THE SANCTUARY OF
NOTRE DAME
CATHEDRAL







LE PUY, FRANCE

They went out daily in pairs
to serve the needs of their
dear neighbours. -

CIRCLE THE CITY WITH LOVE!




LE PUY

ol

_—

ALONG THE
STREETS

where it all began ... .




LE PUY

NOTRE DAME DU FRANCE
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CHAPEL OF ST-MICHEL

d’Aiguilhe Le Puy-en-Velay
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FEB. 20, 1651

Again we find
Médaille’s work with
women is under
scrutiny
from his new
Superior General.

The Jesuits had some
unhappy experiences
which urged caution
in the setting up of
any pious groups of
women.




FATHER M¢édaille
LIVED HIS OWN
MAXIM

Father Médaille is

“Conti th d I
asked to leave Le ontinue the good works

you have begun until near
their completion, and then,
if you can do so, let them be
finished by somebody else
who will have the credit for

Puy and move on ...

them in the eyes of others.
Then you will have greater

glory in heaven.”
(M.P. 3:15)



1651

MISSIONED
BACK

Aurillac A TO
AURILIAC
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DECEMBER 13, 1651
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between the first Sisters and
the Bishop.

It is from this we get the
names of the first six Sisters.
Fr. Medaille
gets back to Le Puy
for both these

events.
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AT AURILLAC

FATHER MEDAILLE
A PO C a5 X7  [N-RESIDENCE.

.~(p‘

He is the

Assistant Superior
of the College.




HIS MISSIONARY WORIK

1654 - 1669 (FIFTEEN YEARS)
AROUND SOUTH-CENTRAL FRANCE




3 October 1654

g “ AT MONTFERRANLC Fr. Médaille is transferred to

' the College of Montferrand. |

He was aged 44 at this

- time. He had a great gift for
"~ missionary work.
His superiors said

“He was a born missionary.”

This was the time when
_A rural missions were at their
s oA peak for the Jesuits. Fr.
a Médaille was a great
2 mission preacher.
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A copy of a letter in Medaille’s handwriting, |
written when he was in Clermont-Ferrand. :

It is dated 1661.




1657
= MAXIMS OF PERFECTION

WRITTEN BY JEAN-PIERRE MEDAILLE, S.].




THE
PREFACE

Christian soul, chosen by God to live the perfection of the
Gospel in religious life or in the world, read the following
Maxims attentively, meditate on them frequently and | hope
through Divine Goodness that they will enlighten you, let you
know in what great virtue consists, and help you to practise it.

Read and re-read them often with profound attention, weighing
even their least words. There are very few words that do not
have their own special meaning and that do not shed new light
on truths which they explain...

HE WROTE THE
MAXIMS OF
PERFECTION

128 wisdom sayings!




MAXIM OF PERFECTION

Have only one desire
throughout your life:

to be,

and to become,

what God wants you to be
in nature, in grace,

and in glory

for time and eternity.

M.P. 10:6

Amazed by Wonder by Mary Southard, CS]
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MAXIM OF PERFECTION

Never go ahead of grace
through imprudent eagerness
but await its moment in peace,
and when it comes to you,

follow it with great gentleness and courage.

Once you have obeyed,
take care lest complacency rob you
of the fruit of your obedience.

M.P. 6:9

Circle of Life Winter by Mary Southard, CS|
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Woman's Song of Peace by Mary Southard, CS|

MAXIM OF PERFECTION

Anyone who knows how

to let God act in and through her
without too much interference
on her part,

does many things in a short time
and never loses peace of heart.

M.P. 7:5




1660
FHIE BUCEIARIS TIE EET FER

FATHER MEDAILLE RECEIVED A DIVINE REVELATION
CONCERNING THE ‘LITTLE DESIGN’
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THE EUCHARISTIC LETTER
WAS NOT CIRCULATED MUCH
AMONG THE SISTERS IN THE

17™ CENTURY.

TODAY, A COPY IS FOUND IN
THE LYON SISTERS’ ARCHIVES.




